Situation
JFK has been
assassinated.

Question
Who Killed
JFK?

Hypothesis
A group of
conspirators.

Reason
There was more
than one gunman
shooting at JFK.

Reason
Shots were
fired at JFK
from different
directions.

Reason
Shots were fired at
JFK from both the
front and the back.

Evidence
The fatal shot hit
JFK in the head
from the front.

Evidence
Shots fired from behind
wounded JFK, Governor
Connally and a bystander
(James Tague)

Sub-hypothesis
Foreign conspiracy

Example
The KGB used
Oswald to kill JFK.

Publication
Edward J. Epstein
Legend: The Secret
World of Lee
Harvey Oswald
(1978)

Explanation
Epstein is cautious about
drawing this conclusion,
but argues that Oswald
may have been put up to
it by the KGB.

Example
Castro used
Oswald to kill JFK.

Publication
Gus Russo and
Stephen Molton
Brothers in Arms:
The Kennedys, the
Castros and the
Politics of Murder
(2008)

Explanation
Russo and Molton accept
that Oswald was the sole
assassin, but they argue
that Castro was in some
sense behind it, because
of JFK's efforts to have
him assassinated.

Sub-hypothesis
Domestic conspiracy

Example
The South
Vietnamese

Publication
Charles McCarry
The Tears of
Autumn (1975)

Explanation
Vietnamese agents arranged the
assassination in retaliation for
the overthrow and killing of Ngo
Dinh Diem which JFK had had a
hand in (through the CIA).

Example
The Mafia killed JFK
and framed Oswald.

Publication
House Select
Committee on
Assassinations
(1978) and J.
Gordon Blakey,
chief counsel for
the HSCA

Explanation
The HSCA vindicated the
Warren Commission's
findings in all particulars,
except for one: they found
that there may have been
a fourth shot, from the
Grassy Knoll. Their
conclusion was that there
was probably a
conspiracy, possibly on
the part of the Mafia.

Fact
JFK's head
snapped back and
to the left when hit
by the fatal bullet.
Warning
The fourth shot finding of
the HSCA was based on
contentious acoustic
evidence that has since
been discredited.

Warning
The movement of the head is
not decisive. Rather, the bullet
exited from the front right side of
the head and bullet fragments
recovered from JFK's brain were
tied to Oswald's rifle to the
exclusion of any other weapon.

Hypothesis
A single assassin
acting alone.

Publication
John H./ Davis Mafia
Kingfish: Carlos Marcello
and the Assassination of
John F. Kennedy (1989),
David Talbot Brothers:
The Hidden History of the
Kennedy Years (2007)

Explanation
Davis is one of quite a
few who believe that
the Mafia killed JFK
and framed Oswald.

Example
The CIA, and their
minions killed JFK
and framed Oswald.

Publication
David Kaiser The
Road to Dallas: The
Assassination of
John F. Kennedy
(2008)

Explanation
Kaiser concedes that
Oswald was the only
assassin and that he
fired three shots, but
he thinks LHO was put
up to by the Mafia.

Publication
David Talbot
Brothers: The
Hidden History of
the Kennedy Years
(2007)

Explanation
Robert Kennedy believed
until the day he died that
his brother had been killed
by the Mafia. Talbot
argues that the CIA also
had a hand in it.

Warning
After 45 years, 1,000
books, several official
inquiries and the release
of millions of pages of
Government files, no hard
evidence has emerged
that anyone other than
Lee Harvey Oswald had
anything to do with the
killing of JFK.
Example
J. Edgar Hoover and
Lyndon Johnson killed
JFK and framed Oswald.

Publication
Don De Lillo Libra:
The Novel the
Shaken American
Psyche Has Been
Awaiting for 25
Years (1988)

Explanation
Lee Harvey Oswald fired three
shots as part of Conspiracy 1,
but Conspiracy 2 placed a
professional hitman on the
Grassy Knoll and Conspiracy 3
covered up both.

Publication
Mark North Act of
Treason: The Role of
J. Edgar Hoover in the
Assassination of
President Kennedy
(1991)

Explanation
North argues that Hoover and
LBJ conspired to take down
JFK, because Hoover faced
being sacked by JFK and LBJ
was faced with the Bobby
Baker scandal that could have
ended his political career if
Hoover did not protect him.

Warning
This is one of the less credible
books on the case, marred by
overblown and portentous
language and littered with
exclamation marks.

Example
Texas and Louisiana
oil barons.killed JFK
and framed Oswald.

Publication
David Miller (with
Dalton Trumbo and
Mark Lane)
Executive Action
(1973)

Explanation
A conspiracy tale told
from the point of the view
of the conspirators
themselves. This is a film,
starring Robert Ryan and
Burt Lancaster.

Warning
The film's key flaw is that
it assumes a problem
with the Warren
Commission's findings
on the ballistics, without
actually demonstrating it.

Example
The military-industrial
complex killed JFK and
framed Oswald.

Publication
David Lifton Best
Evidence (1980),
Jim Garrison JFK:
On the Trail of the
Assassins (1988)
Oliver Stone JFK
(1991)

Warning
This line of thinking is
marked by heroic
assumptions about the
capabilities of a high
level conspiracy to
plot, carry out and
conceal the traces of
its deeds.

Hypothesis
A lone assassin and
a Secret Service
agent accidentally
firing a deadly shot.

Sub-hypothesis
Lee Harvey Oswald
(LHO).

Publication
Warren
Commission
(1964)

Warning
Ambiguities and
gaps in the Warren
Commission's
reasoning have
bedevilled its
findings ever since
they were issued.

Publication
Gerald Posner
Case Closed: Lee
Harvey Oswald and
the Assassination
of JFK (1993, 2003)
Vincent Bugliosi
Reclaiming History:
The Assassination
of President John
F. Kennedy (2007)

Elaboration
Both books argue that the
ambiguities and gaps in
the Warren Report can be
cleared up and that they
pale into insignificance
compared with the
confusion and
credulousness exhibited in
the conspiracy literatrure.

Evidence
LHO's gun, clipboard,
fingerprints and bullets
were all found on the
sixth floor of the TSBD
after the shooting.

Evidence
LHO fled the building immediately
after the shooting, killed a police
officer while on the run, resisted
arrest and lied about his alibi.

Reason
LHO could not have done it
alone, but the fourth shot
was not fired deliberately.

Evidence
LHO was a notorious loner with
cranky political views, a history
of violence and no apparent
confederates in the crime.

Counter-evidence
LHO could not
have killed JFK on
his own.
Evidence
Secret Service agent
George Hickey
accidentally fired the
fatal shot that hit
JFK in the head.

Reason
To do so he would
have had to fire a
Magic Bullet.

Warning
The Magic Bullet Theory is
beguiling, but extensive
analysis has shown that LHO's
three bullets were in fact what
caused all the wounds in the
case and none had to be 'magic'
to do its job.

Publication
Bonar Menninger
Mortal Error: The
Shot That Killed JFK
(1992)

Explanation
The theory seems far
fetched, but the publishers
went to the trouble to
include a 17 page Note from
the Publisher, setting out the
reasons why they (St
Martin's Press, New York)
regarded the theory as
highly credible.

